New standardized testing system adds rating scale
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While not many administrators across the state are putting high emphasis on the rankings, facts
are the new Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) statewide testing system is.
By state law, the new NeSA testing system replaces STARS, and tests Nebraska students in
the areas of reading, mathematics, science, and writing.
The feedback for the 249 school districts comes in three specific categories. These are status,
improvement, and growth.
Status measures the average of the scale scores in each of the four separate curriculum areas.
It can be thought of as a snapshot of the current achievement by grade, building, district and
state.
Improvement will be calculated based on the difference between the average NeSA scale score
for the current year and the average for the previous year in the different grade levels, such as
fourth, eighth, and 11th.
Growth is done only in reading and mathematics, where students in grades 3 and up are tested.
It compares the scale score for each student from his or her scale score from a previous year.
While students in grades 3-up are tested in reading and math, only grades 5 through 8 are
tested in science and grades 4, 8, and 11 in writing.
Participation in NeSA must hit a target rate of 95 percent of students, which makes it difficult in
smaller school districts where one or two absentees at test time can push the district near or
below the target line.
There is a three-week allotted time frame for districts to conduct the NeSA testing. Any student
with a long-term illness, or injury, may miss this time frame. Parents may also sign a waiver
requesting that a student not take the tests.

For the full story, pick up the November 28 Wisner News-Chronicle, or call 402-529-3228
to subscribe.
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